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The University of Dayton

News Release
Dec. 15, 1992
Contact: Pam Huber.

MARY- A WELL-LOVED MYSTERY FIGURE
FOR YOUNG ADULTS WORLDWIDE
DAYTON, Ohio- Mary is "much loved but little known" among young adults
around the world, according to a new survey.
The students, most of them Catholic, attribute the same character traits to Mary as
they do to an ideal woman, says the Rev. Johann G. Roten, S.M., director of the International
Marian Research Institute at the University of Dayton. But for the most part they don't know
her feast days, her prayers or the Marian teachings of the Roman Catholic Church.
IMRI is wrapping up a study of nearly 6,000 students between the ages of 15 and 24,
most attending Catholic schools, in Austria, Canada, Ecuador, France, Ireland, Italy, Japan,
Korea, Peru, Switzerland and the United States. Results show that students in the United
States, Ecuador and Peru share similar opinions.
It's vital, says Roten, to teach the facts about Mary so that students don't misinterpret
their personal regard of her. "If a relationship is devoid of contents, you might ask if it is a
projection of some kind of personal image, which could be any goddess," says Roten. "There
is a danger that all you do is project some kind of personal ambition or idealization of some
kind of need inside that doesn't have any reality outside of yourself.
"People are very much attracted by Mary, but they don't know much about her," he
says. $or instance, students are aware of Mary at the Christmas scene, but they may not
know the story of Mary at Cana. And the Immaculate Conception is interpreted by students,
as well as many others, in terms of the way Jesus Christ was conceived, not linked to the way
Mary was conceived."
In the church, Mary was free from original sin from the moment of her conception,
and so her conception was immaculate. The other three Marian dogmas in the church refer to
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Mary as the mother ·o f God, faith in the virgin birth and the assumption of Mary's body and
soul into heaven.
Of the 3,631 American students surveyed (80.6 percent of them Roman Catholic), 74.8
percent said Mary is the model of prayer and faith, and 69.7 percent said Marian prayer had a.
place in their lives, the most common being the "Hail, Mary." When they were asked about
Marian dogmas, 92.7 percent couldn't think of any besides the Assumption and Immaculate
Conception.
The students see Mary and their ideal woman as having the same personality traits.
Tenderness and gentleness were deemed most prevalent, foilowed by a character that is
trustworthy, straightforward and reliable. The third cluster of traits for both Mary and the
students' ideal woman includes independence, autonomy, strength, inspiration and pride.
"There is a challenge to the woman, but at the same time a certain complaisance," says
Roten.
He was pleased with one specific result: even among the highly critical age group
studied, 87 percent reported a very or somewhat close relationship with God.
The International Marian Research Institute was founded in 1975 at the University of
Dayton in affiliation with the Roman Pontifical Theological Faculty Marianum to facilitate
and encourage Marian studies in the United States and abroad. IMRI enables students to
prepare for the licentiate of sacred theology (S.T.L.) and the doctorate of sacred theology
(S.T.D.) with specialization in Mariology, to earn a certificate in Marian studies or to work
toward a master's degree in religious studies with specialization in Mariology (a joint
program with UD's religious studies department).
The University of Dayton is also home to the Marian Library, which contains the
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world's largest and most comprehensive collection of printed materials on Mary. Established
in 1943, it holds more than 85,000 books and pamphlets in more than 50 languages dating as

far back as the 15th century.
-30For interviews, call Father Johann Roten at (513) 229-4257. For a summary of the survey
results or color slides or black-and-white prints of Marian art, call Pam Huber at (513) 2293241.

